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INTRODUCTION 
 

In 1994, the Provincial Archivist, the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, the Legislative Librarian, and the 
Clerk of Executive Council decided to co-operate on a revision of the Saskatchewan Executive and 
Legislative Directory. 1997 marked the 100th anniversary of the achievement of responsible government in 
the North-West Territories. On October 1, 1897 amendments to the North-West Territories Act authorized the 
lieutenant-governor to choose an executive council from the members of the Legislative Assembly in 
accordance with the principles of responsible government.  The new territorial council controlled the finances 
of the Territories but was responsible to the elected members of the Assembly.  In practical terms this 
amendment to the North-West Territories Act allowed the establishment of government departments reporting 
to elected ministers of the Crown.  The centennial of this achievement is, therefore, an appropriate time to 
issue a revised and up-to-date version of the Saskatchewan Executive and Legislative Directory. This new 
edition, revised and updated to 2001, incorporates the information contained in all previous editions of the 
Saskatchewan Executive and Legislative Directory, the Directory of Members of Parliament and Federal 
Elections for the North-West Territories and Saskatchewan,  and the Directory of the Council & Legislative 
Assembly of the North-West Territories 1876-1905. Mr. E.C. Morgan, a former employee of the 
Saskatchewan Archives, carried out much of the work in these earlier publications.  
 
In 1954, to provide a convenient and authoritative historical record of the names of persons active in 
provincial public life, the Saskatchewan Archives Board compiled and published the Directory of 
Saskatchewan Ministries, Members of the Legislative Assembly, and Elections, 1905-1953. In 1971 this 
publication was revised and published as the Saskatchewan Executive and Legislative Directory, 1905-1970. 
A supplement was published in 1978. In 1956 the Saskatchewan Archives published the Directory of 
Members of Parliament and Federal Elections for the North-West Territories and Saskatchewan 1887-1953. 
This directory provided an authoritative record of persons who represented the North-West Territories and 
Saskatchewan as members of the Senate and/or the House of Commons.  In addition the directory listed all 
persons who were candidates in successive federal elections.  The first edition (1956) covered the period 
from 1887, when the Territories first elected members to the House of Commons, up to and including the 
general election of 1953.  A second revised edition, published in 1967, extended the coverage to the end of 
1966. In 1970 the Saskatchewan Archives published the Directory of the Council & Legislative Assembly of 
the North-West Territories 1876-1905.  This directory provided a convenient and reliable  record of those 
individuals who played a prominent role in public life during the Territorial period.  This directory also included 
election results for most of the Territorial elections.  By 1985 all three directories needed revision.  At that 
time it was decided to combine all three directories into one publication that would incorporate all of the data 
in all previous editions of the directories.  
 
Each of the sources used in the preparation the previous editions have again been consulted.  These include 
primary sources such as orders-in-council, records of the Legislative Assembly including condolence 
motions, journals of the Legislative Assembly, electoral office records, contemporary newspapers, journals of 
the North-West Council and Territorial Legislative Assembly, the Saskatchewan Gazette, the North-West 
Territories Gazette, vertical files and newspaper clipping files of the Saskatchewan Legislative Library, the 
Saskatchewan Newspaper Index and the Saskatoon Newspaper Index.  Secondary sources consulted 
include the Canadian Parliamentary Guide, The Canadian Directory of Parliament 1867-1967, Canadian 
Parliamentary Companion, The Canadian Annual Review, Provincial Elections in Saskatchewan 1905-1983, 
general election reports of the Saskatchewan Chief Electoral Officer and general election reports by the Chief 
Electoral Officer of Canada. 
 
Valuable assistance was provided by staff at the following organizations:  the Canadian Association of 
Former Parliamentarians, the Chief Electoral Officer of Canada, Liberal Party (Saskatchewan), Progressive 
Conservative Party of Canada, Progressive Conservative Party of Saskatchewan, New Democratic Party, 
New Democratic Party of Saskatchewan, and the Protocol Office of Saskatchewan Intergovernmental 
Relations.  Jan Baker of the Saskatchewan Electoral Office kindly provided copies of the reports of the Chief 
Electoral Officer.  Flo Krichkowski, from the office of the Clerk of the Executive Council provided invaluable 
assistance with Orders-in-Council. 
 
Work on this edition of the Saskatchewan Executive and Legislative Directory was coordinated by Paula Rein 
of the Saskatchewan Archives Board. In addition to inputting and formatting, Rose Zerr of the Legislative 



 

 

Assembly Office assisted in ways too numerous to enumerate. Other help was supplied by Tim Prince of the 
Saskatchewan Legislative Library, who did much of the secondary research.  
 
We are indebted to numerous persons who responded to inquiries about ex-members of the Legislative 
Assembly, the House of Commons and the Senate.  Special thanks are due to Sandra Morgan, former Clerk 
of the Executive Council, Lois Thacyk, Clerk of the Executive Council, Gwen Ronyk, Clerk of the Legislative 
Assembly, Marian Powell, Legislative Librarian, and Don Herperger, Director of Government Records for the 
Saskatchewan Archives Board who supplied information, assistance and advice. 
 
 
Trevor Powell 
Provincial Archivist 
 


