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Oh, we were young, and full of lively spirits., Yet ‘there was
always present that bagkground to our lives - +the reasgon why we
were there in France - and tragle entries in my journal alternated
with aceounts of games and fun.

"Avguast 2: Reports of the alr-rald last night have come in.
Director Medlcal Services Headquarters burned to the ground. Several
casualtles, Three boys were killed at the stretcher-bearers' camp.
e walked into Boulogne and saw the damaged buildings - broken

_ glass and bricks everywhera."
On August %, there were gpecial services in the camps and hospltals.f

marking the fourth anniwersary of the declaration of War, Rach of us
remembered friends and loved ones who had died in the long cruel
struggle. Thg days before the War seemed another world away -
August 1914, a past that was separated from us by the abyss of sorrow
and destruction,
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the coastal defences continued: Bombers had not the long-range
capabllity, but E#ppelins crossed to bomb Londony; and on August 7
the air-raid warning that wo heard, was for such a nmisslon, The
2eppelin was brought dovn In the Channel that time.

A weak later, however, bombg fell on the Canadian Convalescent
Camp and on #55 Britiah Hoespltel, and some nurzsing-sisters were f§@>“¢M,‘
killed and wounded. At our own hospltal, after months of air-raid.??{Q;?z
warnings, I could note wlth satisgfaction: "Our dug-outs are splendid”
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These were the ones that replaced the shallow plts that had been our
aand-bagged shelters until then.

And still, during the heat of August, any entry in my gournal
that spoke of the full moon and the besauty of the night, was certain
to end: "Alr-rald warning", One night, the Ordnance Depct was
bummed to the ground, but the ralds were still directed more against
Etaples and Calais than againet our area of the coast.
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