k How Pioneer Yarm Women Sparked the Suffrage Oampg;gn;:)

(in Saskatchewan
.

Apd How the 3park was Heérly SmotheredP

Early in 1913, the Saskatchewan Grain Growers invited delegates to
the forthcoming annual convention to bring their wives along.
)

A srecial program would be proviéed for them at the University.

“early Tifty of ug went. Fleasant as the entertainment was, we soon -
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found that most of us bhézad a common desire...to obtain the franchise.

What could we do? There was no existing rural women's organization

" actively working for it. We would form one oursdlves,

We would ask the men in convention down town to allow us to become
& women's section of the association. It haé alreséy endorsed.
women's suf’rage. We sent our request§ down to them by sepecial messenger

We received no reply. Undsunted we w

plans to meet

at the next convention.

Again we lined up our rgquest. This time we took no chances. Three
of us were chosed a delegation to the men's convention,. Realiziné we
.had ne voice there, we cut through red tape by asking, "Could we

bring the men a message from the women?" Probably expscting a siumple
fréternél greéting, they agreed, "Yes, we could come to the platform
right éway."Without frills, we presented our former request and asked

for a grent of $500 to complete our organization. Amidst the applause
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"a delegate shouted, "Make it a thousand". The unsuspecting secretary

gasped. More applause...but we said "no" five hundred would be enough .
Another delegate® threw $1 upon the platform to start a shower for us.
Ve said‘ho'B500 was sufficként.

The three of .us went back to our women's gathering walking on air. .-
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Not only bemause of the $500 grant, but also because of the welcome we

had received. Some of us had brieféﬁ our men friends in the convention

to see that constitutional changes were put through to suit our wishes.

foveds

e were now part and parcel of a powerful farm organizationsg We were

i

the Saskatchewan Women Grain CGrowers

—

Byt thers were étill'thoasaﬂds of people as well as the government to .
be convineced thabt women were inﬁéed rersons. The takk was difficult in %3
those pre-radio, and for so many of us pre-telephorie...pre-car days, Eg
We canvassed the country on foot, on horseback, stone boat,hpd by hormag
and buggy. Y¥e spoke from the back of wagons at prairie pienics, heid \ -
as Nellle Nc lung said, "in the shade of a barbed wire ;ence“ _§ 5

Lt W-E. 7. Y amd awdy rrganizod %

Finally pii May 1915, around a hundred represeptat1ve men end women, 'a ‘

sgnmitted a huge suffrage petitigﬁ to Premier walter 3cott in the Saski.
legislative Chamber. I recall sitting in the seat of the honorable
George Langléyiand 1 thought-with-pride, n"If it haén‘t been for the

Women Grain Growers, rural women,amg-a-would not be represented here
to-day.” Premier Scott was sympathetlc. He promised us serious
conslderation but said the government would like moré simnatures. Yie
secured them. ZEarly in March 1918, I received a letter from Eremler 3cott
promising that an equal franehlse bill would be brought down at the next
session_ef the House. It wss. It had been a good campalgn...qdfficult,

exciting, successful,
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