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* warrants for the

- "TA royal commission is investigating the’
strilie in the Estevan.coal field and 1o doubt’
. that inquiry will bring to light alk the causes,
“upderlying the:-trouble; Pending the report
.of the commission and. in: view of the ob-|
- geurity which surrounds the dispute and the'.

unsuccessful negotiations preceding the un-

fortunate climax, it is useless to -sp'ec;ilate :
‘on the grievances of the men Or on the atti-

tude of the operators towards the strike

leaders and officials of the recently formed.

branch of a somewhat nebulous union. The

“parade in. Estevan which, led to.the-fatal
- clagh with the_p_olice',_'isﬂ,-however, a-different,

matter. It was the outcome of feslings in-
“ flamed by: professional agitators ‘and respon~

sibﬁiitif résts directly on’ the'ghoulders of the!

‘strike Teaders‘fromsoutside the district, who

_took charge of. the miners’ actiw_.r_ities; The
_methods ‘adopted. were typieal-of agitators.

“of the class to which they belong and the

outcome was one which too often follows

 that kind of Jeadership. The parade in Est-

évan ‘was not, 'so. far as can be seen, neces-

sary, nér could it have contributed any-

thing to their ‘argiment even had it been
“held with the approval of the civic officials.
‘But when forbidden by the mayor of the
- town, who had ample authority and police

officers to.enforce his authority, the strike

‘leaders mmust have known almost exactly

what would happen and what -did happen

In the face of that they persisted and st

fairly and squarely on them ‘must rest Te

* .gponsibility for the conflict. It is to be notel
- that, so far as reports from Estevan state

none of these leaders and organizers wex
in' the front rank of the attacking mob

. Prominent in the district for the past threc

‘weeks, - they: disappeared immediately after
the battle and haye zot been seen since
while officers. scour the. couniryside - with
. The official’ inguiry ‘info the strike under
Judge "Wylie -acting as ‘commissioner, be-

.gan -yesterday and, after -organization, ad-

journed -until opday. . Judge Wylie was ap-

pointed :Gommissions in September:22,-g1e]
week -bel the st eached its climax,
‘but the"dppoimtm: wag not- confirmed by

Ottawa until the day .of the:disturbanece.
Whetlier or not the starting. ofsthe inguiry
at an earlier date would have prevented  the
eccurrence; the people of Saskatchewan will
want to khow why it- was delayed. . - :






