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Commiskioner oi/ %abor

Arriving This Evening
10 Attempt. Adjust-

“ment. :

In a statement over long-

distance telephone np 3.00

o'clock - this ‘affernoah, Hon.

M oAz MacPherson, Attorney.

general for the: prévince, am.

nounted--that Thos. M. Molloy,

Commissio’ncr of the Depart.

ment of - Labor, will make g

complete investigation of the

situation, that has’ developed.-

in the mineg of this district,
This decision was  reached

at a special meeting of the’
Cabinet which ‘went into ses-
sion. at 130 o’clock. Mr. Mol-
¥ ‘was to leave immedi_ate’ly"
for Estevan, ang- will  arrive
this. evening, He will study
the - differences which have
arisen betwesn the ‘coal oper.
ators and the miners, and will,
if possible, arrange’ an adjust-
meant between them, = -

A conference between jig rep-
resentatives and the ¢oal operat-
ors of the distriet hag been called
for this, Thursday, evening by the

Newly organized _loga} branch_ of. |

the Ming Workers” Union of Can-

ada, at which ‘Provosaly” f5p. . the

improvem-ent_ of
ing . conditiong in:
will . be submitted. o

James Skoan of Calgary, Dam-
inion president  of - ‘the iinerg
;Union, has Leen tha. leading spipit
in the formation of  th
branch, which now "
; 600 members, “Thera
! nothing unreasowahble { Joui
mands,” he, stated. again’ in-an in- .
terview .on Tuesday, “but--if we

nd - work-
“ne: - Cloalfields

can’t’ get, ,th.enci,_-w-e-_mq,y have to I
| take ‘united” action.”. Oirer ‘his sig-

i nature the following letter has heen
‘sent by -registered -majl to each of
the distrief's’ cpal operators:-
. 7.30 Tonight i
AL a meeting held at. Bienfait |
‘on August;ﬁﬂ,jlaal; ‘comiprised of ]
_commitﬁe_efé‘,{g;pré’seﬁtihg the ' em-
. ployees of all minag in’ this, dis-
" triet, which. “hawve W
themselves. ing
-ers’ Unjon.of
struebadif duestiyoeil. £ pre-
sent at a . joint- conference of -all }
CPErators and miinens” Tepresenta- |
tives, for the Purpose of reaching |

and day wage rates, and housing |
and - working cofiditiong. in and |
around fhe mines in ‘this distrief. [

“The C‘onferenpe. Wwill 'be held in |

the Town Hall at Fstevan on |
Thursday, Sept. 3, at 7.30 o’clock.

“You are urgently requested to |
attend.” ‘ b

A agreemyént om Hours, contract |

Tt was . learned by The Mercury |
this morning that the operators of
the larger mines of the field, rep-
resenting over 909 of" the total.
output, would refuse td atténd the
conference .and were notifying |
Sloan. tp that' effect today. One of ;-
them expressed his atiftude asg
follows! “We will not meet Sloan
0T any other representative of an
organization” stch as “his, " that: by
his own statement ‘boasts a direct
connection. with the ‘entire- work-
ers” Unity Leagie and -the - Red
Internationale of - SBoviet Russia’

lority of the operators,

We have, af any ‘and all timesg,
been willing to- meet the employ-
ees of our company to discusy any
grievances op complaints, Thig
policy we will.. continue to _follow,
and welcome . diseussing matters
of mutual interest.” This, it .ig

1

| found, is. the.attitude. of the maj-

Denies Red Connection

| - Sloan _Vvigorously . denies. the

" ["Red” connection attributed to his

Organization.” Tha Ming _W_Erkers’;_'
‘Unioh of Canada, hé-sa.ys;:\is dix
rectly linked ‘up with “the Red In-
ternationale of Labor Uniots. Thid
latler body, hs declares, has n

" political affiliations, and is not

branch of the Communigt rarty as

hag been stated. He claims to be

interested solely in Securing “their|
Hghis Sor the miners of the dis-,
‘trict. In an address. last week »'hej
‘branded working : conditiong ‘here;
‘as “déplorable” Miners were not!
getting credit for all“the coal they!
dug; they were. heing cheatéd on

the taly sheets, Many were work-

ing fourteen .-and si¥teen hours a

day. They were forced to -deal at

mine -company stores .where, Sloan.
charged, mistakes in’ addition .of

their accounts offen ecost them: ag

much a2 $10.00. Bingle men “fho‘;
lived anyplace but in ‘the ml_neﬂ"
boarding houses had ‘fo. pay_an:
overhead ‘tax - of: $i & mpnt_h‘.,.;
Steady workers were: ¢onstantly in
debt to the mining companies, and.
many of them had labored. month |
in and month out without raceiv
ing aby cash. at all '.[f_l‘xgse'_‘_wer-
some of the grisvances . held By
the miners againgt thes operators |
.which will be..covered. in the pro-!
posals the Union- wi present to-’
“night, e T






