Document 23

COMPLAINTS OF
. MINERS HEARD

Coml_mssmn a,t.‘ Este?.x.'l (gon-

. tinues Sessions .

. .Uxclusive 16 The Star =
) ESTEVA"\I ‘Oct. 24—Bootlegy ing
of groceries and other ¢ommeodities
encouraged in the Manitoba and
Saskatchewan- Mine due to rules
forcing ‘employees to deal’ with com-
pany - stores, the latter chargmg in
excess -of ‘the town stores’ prices.

Evidence to- thig effect wasg dd-
.duced before ife Royal Commis-

‘gion sitting here {o.enguire into
jconditions at: the Estevan-Bienfait

lighite field. .. The cominission
opened at 10 o'clock and adjourned
for -noon recess . at 1280 o'clock.

Mine witnesses appeared. ‘before the’

\ commisgion.

Madeline. Th-:oinpson, the wife of

‘@, miner, told the commission that

, she purchiased: meat outside and-

‘brought it into the mine at mijd-
night fo evade mspectwn. She
complained that prices at company

stores -were higher than outs:dei

‘gources.’

Mrs, I‘rancls' Gray stated tha.t.

she had . parecls from mail order-

stores” sent  to Taylorton post .of-
fice to avoid suspleion., - Bhe alzo
went at mght to buy mea.t from
farmers..

Mike Kresko complamed that Pay
lenvelopes - sent sealed from Winni-
peg . were -opened when miners re-
celved them. Deductions wete rade
in the.cffice of all supg, Joans and
fines before ‘men received the en-
velopes
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