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1JEVA J. BOND AL¥ -- Interviewed by John Henderson,

- Early teaching experiences.

JHENDERSON: -~ Could you start off with what you were

re about how you became interested in coming to Canada
ace‘; and whom you were involved with at that time?

]BOND: -- Yes. it really started when I was

Well,

t. Catherine's College

in London, at Teacher's

fe. Bishlop Lloyd of Saskatchewan

While I was there,

lecture. His idea was really to encourage christian

teachers to come to teach in the rural schools of western Canada.

very -interested. He showed wvarious.slides. When he

rmined that that was for me. Now he did explain that

anybody who wag interested in going to Canada should contact the

the Maple Leaf in London, an organization that helped
ichers to come to the West.

I made an appoilntment-to see the Reverend P.J.
At the end
d me, I ﬁhink you are very suitable but you are toco
way, I was ég at the

/ 18 /
Llege and thought about it,

time. So that was that. I

feeling very disappointed

n I had an opportunity to go home to discuss it with
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no, it is too difficult an

you are much too young,

adventure for someone so yound.

That was that. I was rather



deflated but deltermined that that wasn't the end. I prayed very hard.

I felt that it
To make a leong
Anérews and he,
after all. on

left England fdr the West with the #8 blessing of my family.

all of whom were experienced. I had no experience other than ny
college traininlg and practice teaching. I had no certificate to show
anybody becausé I had only written my final exans a few days before

and the resultg wouldn't be out for a month or so. However, undaunted

I started out.

but we finally,
got on the trailn and headed West and I finally arrived at Regina &z

few days later.

who was in change of the Maple Leaf, Fellowship of the Maple Leaf, in
the West and he had obtained a suitable boarding piace in Regina for
us. He took ugd to the Legislature to get our standing, a word new to
me but I soon Yealized it meant, checking our gualifications. When if
was my turn, the only thing I had to show was myself and a college
report signed Hy the principal. Then I was asked to swear an ocath of

—_— e —— T —

allegiance to fhe King, ##®% rather amazed me, as I had always been

/

was a job that needed doing and maybe I could 82 do it

story short, I had another interview with this Reverend
I suppose, decided that I was the right material

August 4, 1923, at the age of nineteen and a half, I

&ow, at Liverpcol I met a group of Maple Leaf teachers

It wasn't the most comfortable journey in those days

after eight days, reached Quebec City. From there we

Now there was another clergyman, an Anglican clergyman

-
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which /

a loylal subject. However, it didn't worry me until -~ and I swore




this oath, a r

gther interesting procedure -- but what did worry me

was when they dharged me $5 which I couldn't afford, as I only had

$20 to my name

drill and so it

an introduction

Saskatchewan,

England and I dorresponded with this lady whose name was Mable.

got in touch w

going not too

other offers o

prairies, it WAS the bush that appealed to me.

and went to

that was the end of the steel in those days.

conductor had
off the train
was Roland.

buF there were
complete with
homesteaders c
buggy waiting.

xas.anly.threas

who were homesteaders.

Hed was very nice.

and didn't know a soul in Canada. But that was the

went.

Now, although T didn't know anvone in Canada,

to a lady and gentleman who lived near Ridgedale in
I had this introduction in

She
ilth me in Regina énd explained that there was a school

filar away from where they lived. So, although I had had

ff schools on the prairie, I was interested in the

I got on the train

(blanlk’ spot) I arrived there late at night,

As a matter of fact,

o shake me because I was fast asleep. However,

and there to meet me was Mable's huskand, whose name

What rather surprised me, it was dark

stars out, but he loocked exactly like King George V,

heard, about the same stature. He was dressed in

lothes, which I have never seen the King in. He had a

He loaded my baggage and we rattled down a hill. It

miles to._a district Riverstone where _the homestead.was

It was everything T had imagined -- a long cabin,.dark, bush all

I had haf

the

I rolled

around,

the door opened,

lamp light streamed across the ground and



Mable welcomed |me with a very English voicé. So I was thoroughly
happly I had gdt to the West; I had met these people and always will.
Now Mable explained to me that this school that was
vacant was at J Place &i called Waterfield, about 20 or 25 miles
through the buih from Riverstone. A few days later she drove me over
in the buggy and I was introduced to the trustees and they appointed
me to be their |teacher. I didn't stay there immediately but I went
back and picked up % my baggage. .I.guess it was something like
the 28th or 294h of August when I became the teacher of Waterfield
School. It wag a frame building set in the bush. If I remember
rightly, there|were about 30 students. It wasn't a new school. I
don't know howl|long it had been in existence but there were all the
grades there. There was a funny o©ld organ up in the corner. There
were a few books, not many. I had already read a The School Act
which I had boyght in Regina‘, with one of my few reﬁaining dpllarg.
I will never feorget that act because. it became a bible toﬁ me ., It waé
bright orange in collor, not @ very big, withlwhat I thought was most
’/ /7 / a lot of / _
interesting information. One of the things that I took in as I read
it, while I wa$ still in ﬁegina, was that in each rural school there
was a school lel. I realized that that sort of thing would be
necessarxy in the bacgaoods. There is a reason Tor telling this. So

/fw/
I started off pavly.
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It was arranged that I would board with a family only

about a guarter or a half mile from the school. That was fine.



That was a large (at least for the West}) house, at least it had an
up stairs. It|was a frame building. There was a room for me. It wap
more or less what I expected and I settled down. Now the first night
that I spent in my room, I was a bit amazed because the ceiling kept
moving. Now I |had never been'inebriated, so that was not the cause.
I couldn't unddrstand it. There was a most extraordinary scrabbkling
noise but I sogn found out -— I only had a coal oil lamp to see by ~—--
hbut I could segq there had been paper put on the ceiling.which had
sort of draped|down and the peculiar noise was mice yunning up and
down. Of courge, that wouldn't scare me but it was a bit odd. Then
the coyotés that I had never heard before were howling outside the
window -- that{I thought was rather nice. The next part I didn't

think was rathdr nice because when I got into this bed, which was

all right, I bggan to feel most uncomfortable, itching every-
wheref Howevey, I thought, it is thg West and this is it. I didn't
know what was Wrong. I couldn't see any fleas, I knew of fleas in
England but anijway, that was that. The nex; ﬁsrning I did speak to
this lady of the farm. She said that's the hives. Well, I didn't
know the word ]hives', I knew of ‘ beehives and things but hives

seemed to be alwestern complaint. She told me the thing to do was

to rub it with|ordinary rough soda which I did.

%

| Ta get back _to the schogl I really liked it, _Thev_weré

lovely children; they were willing to learn. One of them was extremely

musical and could play this organ. I didn't play the organ, my



instrument was

walls were mosd
Grades 1 to 8.
in those days,
which was a sor
well, I, of cd
was to £ind ouf
fit for drinkin
So the net resy
were boils, I K
have them more
wretched. Howg
front of the ¢l
I suppose becau
i don't know &}
steader got wol
he (unknown to
to see if he cg
he had gone, I

—=nd-sonmeonrs tol

managéd to cont

wasn't much equdipment;

to drink the wdter and that sort of thing.

the violin. However, we settled down nicely. There

there were a lot of blackboards, in fact, the

i1y blackboards. This was all right. I had to teach

I was prepared to do that. I was wvery happy. Now

t of tin affair with a handle and seemed to work quite
jurse, took mine. I knew about the school well, I used

What I didn't know and

later, much to my dismay, was that that water wasn't

g. The children, I suppose, knew it but I wasn't toldl

|1t was that I started breaking out in what I thought
ad

seen other people having boils and I started to

or less all over my body. I carried on feeling

?er, one day at school I jﬁst crashed on the floor in
ass. I was dragged back to:this.boarding house and
e very ill, Now the man, the homestea‘der I suppose,
e length of time I was gquite ill there but the.home—
'ried that I was going tb die on him or something, so
me) hopped on a horse and galloped through thé bush

b1ld find any news of a doctor. It was lucky because

don't know how many miles, enguiring from everybody

d —him that Drr—McKay vf—Fisdazlewas “-n—that—area— —He- |

tall gentleman,

the doctor; sitting on my bed {(which I thought was a

everybody brought their lunch to school in a lard paill

tact him and the first thing I knew about him was a greft



bit odd) I was
and females buf
a perfect gentl
to be moved yet
these great sorn
Tisdale, tha£ H
beantiful Newfd
very pleased if

but I worried 4
How are you to
Anyway, it work

in his funny 1]

stayed with.

hospital.
back to the sch
the lady with ¥y
a letter for yd

worry me until

here I was 111|

Howgver, before I got to the hespital I determined to go

that my servicgs were no longer required and I was fired.

Adopnging to work

clued up to what might happen between western males

I was 111. Ho‘waver, I need not have worried he was

eman . He said that I should be mowved but I wasn't fit

He gave me some type of medication and coped with

es that I had. He then explained that he lived in

e had a wife and a little ’ girl of four and a

undland dog and when I could be moved he would be

I wounld go and stay there. Well now, I thanked him

bit because I thought, ha, ha, one of those y‘ou see!

know, 12 years old and'gﬁ really out in the bush.

ed out. He came back a few days later

and drove me

ttle car to Tisdale. A nicer family I couldn't have

I became terribly ill and in the end I had to go to

ool -- I don't know what made me. When T got back

fhom I bearded who was very pleasant, she said, "There'l

u, Miss Bondﬁg from the school beoard.”

It didn't

I opened it. When I opened this letter it explained

S¢ now,

having to go to hospital, having come out full pep

LY

Jhad eve een employved at  _

and I was fireﬁd. A pretty dgrim proposition. However, to hospital

I went. I was

there a long, long time. Months later I recovered. I



I

teaching.

was an agency,

to pay a certai

miles,

Debden, 75 mile

District was 20

and headed for

ﬁ'connection.

Indians

disappeared.

husband and rec

ha

I didn't know h

situated in Reg

tbut I got an angwer.
school going at

it was t

them and they a

wondered what o

nasty first exp

~=—TI don
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T

went back to sthy with these friends that I had made, Mable and her

ipe rated there on the homestead for a2 few more months.

flhen I was fit enough I thought I must get back to

1 been fired once so let's hope I won't be fired twice.l
bw to set about getting a school but I did learn there

I think it was called the Canadian Teachers' Agency,
ina that helped to find schools for teachers.

You had

n fee.

Finally they wrote and told me @¥ there was a

a place called Camp Lake, 75 miles, more than 75
h e nearest place on the railroad was a place called

5 north and west of Prince Albert. Camp Lake School

miles through the bush from there.

So I wrote to

ccepted me.

S0 with really much trepidation I got on the train
Prince Albert whgre I had to wait over to catch the

T strglled ACross fhe bridge and sat by the river and
bl earth was in store forx me&mﬁ&aving had that rather

/s h/

srience. I remember there was a BE® bunch of

't know if they were picking berries or what --

I was

rather interested in Indians, so I thought I would like to take a

hém,” 17 JUsT walXed guietly” towxrdT Them,—they-—=aitd — -

hey were scared stiff, I must have looked a fright.

I wrote to them, the mail only went once a weelk

So that was my

first exppeme essay into getting to know the Indians.



I got to know i
it was sort of

&

know the way) W
little siding g
There I got out
a man strolled

Bird's by

Ernie

Exrnie Bird and

ancther buggy 1
when this Mr. B

said, "§ Oh, t

thing, it was j

= I think it w
and far away an
on top of a hil
two children -

Marguerite . .who

was around supg

We got out my baggage which was ratherlhuge affair and

take him out of
because Pete w3
Ernie and I 1iX

called Shell Rﬂver.

hem very well afterwards. However, I céught the train |

a mixed train (you could xeally walk faster but I didn

. stopped here and there; we finally pulled into this

ort of place called Debden -— right deep in the bush.

of course,'I didn't know who would meet me

up and asked if I was Miss Bond. He told me he was

other from Camp Lake and I would be staying with

his wife. That was that.

/S a/

ide. Well, we hadn't gone far from the town of Debden

ird who was originally from England, a very nice man,

his poor horse, poor Pete he is so tired. We had to

the harness field.™ I don't know how long it did take

1ked a lot of the way. I &3 didn't mind. I liked

ed the country. We went through one place, it was

In those @ days, there was no railroad or any-
ust a little settlement with a great big white church

as a Catholic church --

over we went, over the hills

d finally pulled up at a little 1 white frame house

1. This was Ernie Bird's house, where his wife and

they would be my students -~ Carl who was 12 and
1 .

was_10.. _They were_exitremely_ _nice: they greeted me, it

er time. We went into this place; it was beautifully

clean. I didn®

t see any wall paper on their ceiling, for which I was

but finally -



grateful.

in,

sort of a life

kept on passing

the happiest da
However, 1 forgd
Camp Lake this
ready."”
wouldn't the s({
was that
had beep rejecH
beiﬁg the firs
an assignment!
show it.

district, No.

beautifully bu]

or since; indi

Howéver, I didn't have much time to think because I was

hungry and I wgs told it was supper time and the threshing gang came

all the han

gang before andg

men tried o b4g.

Now this was news to me because if you want a teacher,

this was a new school,

besutiful hardyvood floox, Tt

Fidual desks with the tops that adjusted for art work

vest gang. Well, I had never sat down with a harvest

I didn't mind a bit, this is what I had come for,

thik
Locking back it was funny to see how polite those
They were used to stretching and reaching and they

me everything you know. It was sweet.

Well, I suppose teaching at Camp Lake ﬂﬁy practically
/S were [/

lvs of my life. It was just exactly what I wanted.

ot to tell you that on this slow drive from Debden to

M.

Bird said to me, "Well I think the school will be

why

hool be ready. What I hadn't been told from Regina

brand new! So here I was the teacher

ted from the first school, fired, given the chance of

o é@ teacher in a territory‘in western Canada. What

I did rather knock at the knees, although I wouldn't

Now !amp Lake, I can remember the number of the
/ c/

1342 was B built of logs. It was hewn logs; it was

I

Iﬁ had

Y

i 1t; it was a one room, no porch or anvthing.

—_—— T e T e e T e e T L T e e e -

and that sort of thing;

a nice little drawer underneath. They were



chalk;
had never seen (b
blackboards and
& blackboard byu
that

readers =--

would come event

because pretty [w

certain Scotch

exactly like
days were callegd
you would never

cent.

father from Engl
I started the ble
that's right.

%

I managed, I am

beautiful deskqg.

Now I had,

Then theare were sSome Icelanders;

efore;

There was no equipment whatsoever,

a register and that was it.

except a box of

six beautifully tipped rubber pointers, the like of which I

A box of chalk,

six rubber-tipped pointers -- there might have been

sh.

However, one of the trustees told me that the

seemed a great word in the West -- were on order and

ually from Regina.

ell all the surnames,

Isbister rambled through the West one day years

ago and I suppdgse these were some of his offspring.

Indians to me but they were

.ﬁfalfbreeds or Metis
/ n/ _
They weren't all those

and

meet.

there

andl. That was about it.

st way I could.

/ E/

I can't remenmber exactly,

the last names,

So there I was.

but I had about

30 students. Ahen I got to the register that was really something

were Isbister

but they were njot all the same family. I have since learned that a

~ They. looked
really what in those
nicer wonderful people
but I would say 75 per

were the two Bird

children who wgre Cénédian, the mother had come from Ontario, the
There were eight grades.
I Fhink there was only one in Grade
This little one, one qf the tribe of Isbisters, a
qear Tittre gril-had o EnTlish WEtSDEveT: —That was amotier—probiem|

no artist but I drew pictures of things and we got

on famously.

But there is something interesting, I think, at least



that should be
]1come but I soon
.alive with lice
college to alld
her grandfathen
something. He
note and talked
excluded until

own head he sail

mother had theg

was the habit d
which I didn't

It was a beauts

/e /

great thing in

and why was I g0 fussy.

keep her at home until she was cleaned up.

in hygien’and 311l went well.
from Regina, there was é Grade&@ 1, Grade 2, Grade 3 and so on.
Everything seeped to be grade this and grade that, nothing individual

which kind of ghook me because when I was training in London the

Andividually. wil

be a smear ovelr Grade 1,

reported about this child. She was as nice as they

found that her beautiful dark . Indian-type hair was

. This I felt wasn't guite what I had been taught in

. She didn't seem to have a mother, she liwved with

. I §%

sent a note teo him, which was

he could read,
came to the school the next day after he received the

about this problem. I said thg child must be
her head could be cleaned up. While scratching his

d that he couldn't see the point of this because her

T »

he had them and that they had always had them

]

However, I was adamant and he agreed to

Another western habit I found that was a bit peculiar,

f spitting chokecherry stones all over the school floof

@ any

think was very gocod casel, unhygienic.

/ in /

ful hardwood floor. So we gradually learned a few lawp

I think I might have got the readers

those days was individual work.
4

We had to do everythi

— SR ek ey mmn A e ey | e i | =

Grade 2 and Grade 3

at least that was the

impression I got.

Well, I hadn't had a chance to do very much in a



one car in the

inspector,
books;
situation. He
forgotten.

He

Miss Bond,

but what about

came in,

gentleman. He

few weeks. OnJ morning at school a very wwe unusual neise was heard

-- not a frightfening noise, the noise of a car coming.

It stopped nearn

in a rather peduliar brown suit came in and introduced himself as the

school inspectdr.
always very mugh in awe of him.
he'1
I hadn'y

nicer gentleman

I thlink you are doing a very gocod job."

a little bit su

by Monday,

a Third Class Interim Certificate for the Province

1
I silently chegred and thought my biggest is going to work out. Now
I stayed in thgt school for a number of years, To be exact, I think

There was onlj
district, old Scotty's car and it wasn't old Scotty.

the school. The door opened and a tall gentleman

Well, ¥ had had inspectors in England and one was

I thought, now what? Hexe's the

l want to know everything about this schoel; I had no

been here long, so what. Was I ever mistaken for a

you couldn't have found. He must have sized up the

knew we were a new & school, which of course I had

stayed quite a long time. When he left he said, "Well

So that was that.

Of course I knevw inspectors wrote reports and I was

spicious. It is all very well to be nice to your face

the report. However, it was Monday when the mail

some time later I had a letter from this

of Saskatchewan.

a half years.

]} HENDERSON: --~ Do you remember when you arrived there?

was satisfied with my performance, so I had been granted




APD

was the fall of
1926. My board
by the way tha?
post oﬁfice andg
office. I coul
said, that's if
had to go and
Sunday I used {4

important. Buf

never forget ¥dg
all I longed td
see my room?"

around here ﬁnd
didn't have a 1
an upstairs. H
a fleor in and
hjdnﬂlj_gqu_gt

how long but £d

] BOND: 1t was 1224 when I went to the school. It

1924. I was there until at least until I should thin

place which was at this house on top of the hill =--

was the post office, there was a sign outside the

when I looked around there was no sign of a post

dn't gquite understand it. T didn't say 3 anything.

The lady who wigs the postmiétress, when I asked her one day, she

. Tt was a tiny @8 cupboard in the kitchen. She

Every

collect the mail from far away every week.

o help her cancel the stamps.

felt guite

that's by the way.
Now what was I talking about?

] HENDERSON: -~ Your living accommodations.

iBOND: =-- Right. Well, that first night I shall

© see because I was tired and T was happy.

Really

do was go to bed. if I could

When I said, "I wopder
I was told, "Well, we haven't got one.é If vyou go
er the stairs." It wés perfectly all fight, they
oom for me. This was a frame building and didn'% have

ut there were beams across and they started putting

they were going to have a room for the teacher.
b

They
ilt_the stairs properly vet. T don't zemembexr exactly

r two or three weeks, the men were busy in the £fields

they couldn't do anything at that,

I slept on the floor under the

4



beginning part jof the stairs and just across from mne Mr. and Mrs.
Bird slept in Hheir bed. The children slept on the floor. It didn't
seem to matter) it was a nice place. I wasn't worried. I can't
say I was comfgrtable. - However, they got it dene in time, so at last
I had a bedroon. I am about five feet eight inches din height, but I
had never really had a bedroom anywhere where the only place in which
I could stand dpright was the exact centre, because the roof slopped
down.ﬂlhere the bed stuck out from the walll I had an apple box

/ 8w/ /e 7/
upturned, a ligtle enamel basin,; that was the toilet facilities. I

had an iron bed and that was it. There was no furniture of any kind
but that didn't seem to matter. I was happy.

The winter came and it was cold. I was four miles froh
the school. BY this time, I had bought a horse. I had never ridden

before but it would seeg to come easy to me. I bought this nice

/m /

little bronc afgd I rode the four miles to school. But when the real

severe winter ¢ame it was very cold, 60 below for four days and nights‘
' /s /

I went in a cufter, a home made cuiter, with Carl. It was too cold

for the little|girl to go. We got to the school&ﬁ%&he school was
/s ¥/

frozen because |8 one of the older Metis boys looked after the stovel
It was guite algood stove but the school never thawed out until

11:30 or 112:0(. We couldn't use the ink or anything because it was

all _fxozen. __.| . __ o e e e
To get on with the story, just before the winler came

fe/
the same old trouble, bed bugs. Now this wasn’'t a dirty house but

/5



Mrs. whoever sde was, the landlady, she was most open about it. She
said she had a fterrible time, this was a ney shack built a few vyears
before and when| they moved out from Ontarioc they pulled into some
place to stop dvernight and their furniture got full of bed bugs. 5o
the bed bugs got into theif new home. You see it wasn't finished, it
was just bare boards up the sides. Now the roof, of course, had got
shingles on bui it wasn't finish?d inside. I had to be wery careful
if ¥ sat up in |bed in case I caught my nose on the nails hanging
through. When winter came I didn't mind being cold becauée the bugs
disappeared. It was beautifaul because it was so cold out there that
the nails that fkept the shingles on the roof were covered in hoarfrost.
Now it isn't evierybody that had those decorations in their bedrooms.
I kept the school open all th?ough the winter because
that was the prnactice in that school district. Some schools used to
close for the winter and keep the schpols open in the summer. I
think the idea |was, as there had never been a school there, they
wanted to get in as much as possible.

;/DE L .
JHEWNDERSON: ~- Perhaps you could talk a bit about was
going on in theg classroom, the activities, the curriculum.

IBOND: -- Yes. Well, gradually I managed to get a few
boocks. I sorted them out into grades the best way I could. I think
there was every q;gge_;ggnggggt_gL_Qgpggt_g_gqggg_QL_until later o

— s —r— — e

when a boy turned up and hé could cope with that work. It was a big

problem for me to work out what I thought was the best timetable



because each grlade needed some instruction, and what were they to do
while I wasn't |coping with that grade. Now, although there had never
been a school iln this area before, a few of the children had been to
school at this pnext settlement, Shell River but nobody could read
above about a Glrade 4 level. Now, I had a boy called Adam, it always
amused me becaujse he was Adam and I was Eve. He was 17 and I was now
20. He was as mice as he could be; one of these halfbreeds. I had ta
teach Adam to rkad because he had never had the opportunity. So the
teaching wasn'+# anything like I had expected. I knew the chilaren
would be all in| different grades but I didn't know I would ever have
almost grown upls who didn't know anything because they had never had
the chance to learn. This I theought was a wonderful opportunity. We
did makg quite good progress but it was sort of odd to be having a
17-year old lealrning to zread BJ for the first time.

There was another Indian boy who was quite brilliant
in his way. He|l had a wonderful flair for English Literature. Jimmy
Chafee was his pame, he lived with some §§ odd family in the district
but his mother was fishing up on Lake Athabasca. I never ﬁet her. Hd
was a joy to tejach. He really was outstanding. I've lost track of
him but he madel my day in the schoeol with regard to being one to one
with somebody bepcause he was very teachable. They were ail telachable

but they hadn't had a chance.

— ——— i w—— —— v — p—— T A b . e e mrem m ey ——m rwrm =

There were two subjects that were really quite new to

me —-— one had the marvelous term‘ of civies. Well, there was a



textbook on ciy
could. I don'f
adapted it the
certainly shoul
that was Canadi

up all about th

tremendously.

didn't call it
been used to sp
it

was -- well,

I remember emz=x another time when this inspector came in -- this time

Tne uped my ceri
we haa learned
Unfortunately,
lessons when hg
he started aski
questions that
She e===3

ended

now I've lost 4

moment but it &11 worked out.

been a subject

iecs, s0 I sort of studied it up and did the best I

know how much it applied to those Ehildren but I

best way I could. There was another subject which

d be taught, 83 of which I was. abysmally ignorant, and

an history. Sc I did my homework everynight, reading

e early explorers, the voyageurs, it appealed to me

That was another thing I taught.

Then there was ﬂ&ﬁ#&

grammar. Well, of course, they

grammar. T don't know what they called it. But I had
eaking correctly as I had been taught and the English

was different, that's the nicest way I can put it.

lificate again, for which I was thankful. This time
a certain amount and he really tested them.
I was in the middle of one of these sort of grammar

came in. I don't know whether it intrigued him but

ng the older girl who was in a higher grade a lot of

she answered fairly well but not absolutely correctly.

up by bursting into tears. I didn't burst into tears|)

hat certificate. He came at a most inappropriate

Now_what else did I teach? Oh ves, geography. That's

dear to my heart always. Now, another girl had come

to the school,

an Icelandic girl. She was a Grade 8 level or nearly:;



she knew quite la bit. When I started talking about geography in
Engl.and she byightened up and said, "Oh, I've learned about it, it's
Londen on the Thames." Of course, that was iﬁ too beantiful for wordsg.
I didn't laungh, it was difficult not to. That's another thing that
stuck in ' my mind.

Arithmetic and art. ©Of course we had these beautiful
desks. They dijd some lovely work. Now, at college I had specialized
in physical eddcation and advanced English. There was no apparatus
for physical education but we had this beautiful floor which reminded
me of a gymnasium floor in England. We had individual desks. S50,
everyday we woldld push the desks =23 aside and we had good old

phys ed lessonsl, and gountry dancing. It was goold. They really
enjoyed it. - There was one child, the poor girl, it @ didn'"t matter
to her but it was very difficult for my sense of humor to be control-
led; this same|child whose head had been filled with lice and her
grandfather sent g hef to school at the age of seven (which was the
age to come) byt her underwear consisted of a napkin, like a ﬁ%ﬁ
baby's napkin. I didn't know this and there was no particular

reason for it,|except I suppose she hadn't anything else. When we

d4id rather strénuous phys ed, every day they fell down; every day I

gave a nod and|one of the older girls took her behind the stove and

*

_re—papkined her._ It was_ a bit peculiar._ Poor girl died later on but

not until afte}l T left. That was the sort of thing that happened.
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) HENDERSON: —-- You were mentioning about the accommoda-

| BOND: ~- Yes. Well, of course,

when I finally got

Bt I have dlready described, it was really fairly big

because it was the complete length of the house. T

ised when I came home from school one day to find that

ho lived in what was éﬂ called the two by four, a

k a mile from us

(this woman was extremely large)} she

th. My landlady had gone down with her husband, put
3 driven 8 her up and fixed her up in the bed at the

room. When I got home from school I had the new born

pther. This was all a2 new experience to me. She was

didn't mind. I thought she might be embarrassed. I

he would have been embarrassed at anythiﬁg having

later. I wasn't used to sleeping with any

rtain that I used at college in England, known as the

yvard wide and long enough to be of some
it from the peak of the roof; that was my rpartition.
dows couldn't open so there wasn't a draft.

This lady

re for a certain length of time. The baby did well;

1

A-éew-men%hs—latei-aamén—came—ioudig—a_ﬂell_on*xhis_._

s boarding. He happened to be covered with lice; that

didn't particul

arly

matter becanse his bed was at the other

0.



end But I wasn
diggers. The

one af the thi
was rough diam

worried at all

'rose garden'

to do actiwviti

I was expected
aid run a Sund
For instance,
where I boarde
new Miss Bond
sO?
Another thing
sort of thing.
digd: I felt th

should have be

T wasaTways h

would find out

was really pathetic because they really thought I would know.

of the guestiory

+ used to undressing or dressing in front of well

¢urtain came in to be very useful. That was only just

1 would just like to add that the said well digge

gs. I

énd but was a perfect gentleman. I needn't have

.

but I felt a little bit more comfortable with a

between us.

1HENDERSON: -- In the schools were you ever expected
§S other than teach the children?

]BOND: -- Well, yes I was in a way. I don't know 1if

to do it but I did run a Junior Red #J Cross and I

ly School. I was expected to know everything really.

1
/s 7/

d and we were all eating together,

they would say,

jOW many boardiwould be required to build a barn so and
/ feet [/

H

Well, I had only just heard of a §§§ board foot you see.

1 would get asked about, my opinion on divorce and this
. T felt that I should know a great deal more than I

it teachers in England weren't trained enough. We

en lawyers and engineers and a few other things. It

Some

ts I could answer very well but some I didn't know.

hnestT and I simply Told Thém Fhat T didn' € kiow an

q

But I was really expected to know everything.

hey would ask melif there would be some people visitinpg

B
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extra.

something like

to do it.

several hours.

comfortable.

arec.

I wasn'
which I know sqg

be asked to do. in those daysi other than teach?

school one of the older Metis boys, who was about 17 oi 18, he used
You
because he didJ‘t get to sﬁhool until about half an hour before --
I don't know what wyou calied that stove, it

large and weood

your lunch was

¢f course, it was a good thing I was keen on physical

education becafise we did more and more then to keep alive as it were.

The nam
about 30 miles
that schoeol th
% Aeft England

to homestead o

You asked me if I B8 was expected to do anything

t ever} asked to do the janitor work, for instance,

JHENDERSON: == Well, just the janitorial work eor
that.
}JBOND: =- No, I didn't have to do that. At Camp Lake

see, a8 I explained before, it was uncomfortable

was a tall thing and

burning but it didn't really heat the place for

When you would come through 40, 50, &0 degrees below,

frozen, and you were frozen, it really wasn't

THENDERSON : After Camp Lake vou went on to?

1BONDP: -- I weant on to another school up in that

b of the school district was Lonesome Pine; that was

the nearest railroad point was Leask. I came to

rough a friend I had made. I had had an address when

*

of a lady and hex husband who had gone from !

it in that country and if ever I was up  there to try

to_contact them.

Well now, the name of the post office in that school

me teachers were asked to do. What else would a teacher

A2



.district was Pa
{and that well
I think it was,
Paddling Lake?"
explained to hi
Saturday mornin
take you there.
the way,
word and he too
friendly and sco
vacant

becoming

School, which I

English family.
English home in
a good coock. T
rigde to school
log building.

Scandinavian se

soon learned th

Norwe

but molstly straight through the bush.

-—- not guite as| bad as that, they were extremely fussy.

Adling Lake. One day while I was still at Camp Lake

Higger was still there) we were talking at breakfast

and I said, "Have yvou ever heard of a place called

He said, "I know exactly where- - it is." So I

n why I wanted to go there. He a8 says, look one

5, because he was a long time drilling this well, I'1ll

He 4did. There was no trail, well there was part of

9
He was as good as his

k me to this lady in Paddling Lake. We became very

in this next year, she

asked me ﬁgtthe gchool was

} if I would leave Camp Lake and teach at Lonesome Ping

did.

] HENDERSON : That was in 19267
I boardiwith this
/ed /

It was just like an

1BOND: —-- Yes, the fall of 1926.

They lived in a log cabin.

side. The man had made the furniture himself. She wajg

hhey had one little boy about two. T had a horse I coul

This school was not a new school.

I+ was another

A different nationality had settled there. It was a

ttlement -+ there were Swedes and Norwegians. T very

2t you had to be very careful not to call a Swede a

Ce  Versd, or You _would more or less LUE_Threavr ©u

If I said,

Ld

before I knew the names properly, "Are you the little Swedish giril" §§

/7?7
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terribly,

been to school/

but it wasn't d
long miles at (

three miles.

ahead with the

of thing but I
we did them at
Howeve:

there.

Christmas concj

to these Chris
would have sta;

Leask g School

I Jjust lowved I

If I hit upon J MNorwegian, I had put my foot in it.
terr]
for a number of

were no absoluf

my feet there dnd I 1liked it.

very vividly ouwr Christmas concerts.

school -- ther¢ was a porch there which there wasn't at Camp Lake.

But we really ¥ent to town.

tose rural schools. To

education in mhny ways than a town school,

I had to be

bly careful. But it was a school that had been going

Vears. In many ways it was much easier because there

e

well, there were no older children who had never

1 SN

there were some new ones. really fell on

I forget the § distance from school

uite as far as it had been at Camp Lake. That was foufr

P amp Lake in the bitter weather; this was probably only

There were no real problems'at that

school, we sailed

usual work. I had all the grades. I do remember

I was always keen on that sort

had never organized them before. T can't remember if

Camp Lake, we probably did, we went in for box socials|

r, at Lonesome Pine School we were very keen on

arlts and remarkable they were. ©No stage, a f one-roomn

All and sundry for miles areund came

Fmas concerlts.

I was there g% 1926 ¢ anda 1927. I

red there much longer but I had an offer to teach in

I didn't know whether to leave Lonesome Pine or not,

t

=

simply because in a rural

school it was a family.

You knew the community well; youlnew the

/ k/



children. The |clder children helped the younger children naturzally.
i was a sort off == I don't know whether I was a mother figure, ;
didn't exactly [feel it but it was a nice little family. In a town
school it was domehow different. There might have been more books and
other bits of gpparatus but to me that wasn't all important, it was
the atmosphere |of the school. (Now but that's really rambling on.)

I feel very strongly that education is not purely .
academic, that's part of it.but education is for life; that's got

to embrace eveyything. If vou get too specialized as one was apt to
do, even in thgse daysj in town schools, you lost éomething’ that you
had in the rur41 school. To be educated, it is good to have grades
and knowledge hQut not just pqre academic knowledge, you have got to .
know more than jthat apd that I found was a natural in a rural school.
I don't know if I should say it Qﬂé(l knoﬁ they have largely wvanished)
but I still th?nk today some rural schools would be just the thing.
It is old fashioned but not'old fashioned things were bad. There was
/S all /

a great deal tHat they learned about helping each other, kindness to

each other.

In Leask, I forget how many teachers there were but
there were a fgir number of teachers. The gg principal asked me to
take Grade 1‘ which I was guite willing to do. He also explained to

‘me that I had to give a lesson in French every day; that was the

— e A— — — T —mam e—e— . — —= A . e e A e v e— — — oy rrm— m—

custom. It didn't worry me because I knew French. I can't say 1 was

-— I had never taken a degree in French but I had learned French in
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little place wi

school and T cd

off the¢
telling you thi
T wasn'f

to get the answer back,

le of

taken

ber again with these injections,

got there.

u2ld certainly cope with Grade 1 French. So I had to

not a French lesson but a lesson in French. This I di

¥ there ﬂﬂﬁﬁlnfortunately I didn't stay long for this
u/

I had 4 recurrence of this general blood poisoning which I haf

ye in Waterfield. I became very ill. I suppose I had

ot longer than two or three months in Leask. It was i

'hen I was ill. Of course there was a doctor there, a

ywctor, Dr. Duncan. He realized that I was 11l; he

ons to counteract this. After a course of these

injections he gent samples away to Regina to the 1ab down there and

medication. He sent this by registered mail. I'm

s for a reason to show what it was like in those

feeling very well but I had a doctor and he was looki

it shouldn't have taken more than two weeks for the doctor

and he didn't you see.

made and it so happened that the registered mail in

this puse had been sent was in a bag of ﬁ@ mail

in a mail robbery. So that had gone. Then I had

~another sample was

But that showed the ups and downs of life

I couldn't teach and one day the doctor came to this -

—_— o a—— —— s —ma a— —— A —— — — — E—— e — ——  —— ——h —h A

bere another teacher and I lived together and he said,

.

1

g

"You know,

Miss BRond,

I think the best thing for you to do is go home

A6



to England, yoy
because I had ]
yvou see, but al
pretty 4ill. Sc
left Leask, gof
good medical at
fit. It got 1
again =-- well,
Saskatchewan.

ﬁe when I had d
had started. ]
I stayed in End

in Saskatchewar

fland. That's the end of my first few years of teaching

111 get better treatment." Well, this was awful to me
ntended staying a number of years and then going home
ways coming back. However, I took his advice, I was
it was actually just before Christmas in 1927 that T
on the train and returned to England. There I got
tention and was hoping to come back as soon as 1 was
o 1928, I was in England and I hadn't started teaching
I wasn't fit to, but I intended coming back. I loved
Friends that I had made out here who corresponded with
one home advised me ﬁot to come back; the depression

t was all difficult. So, really much against my will,
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