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Je are interviewing Mr. Tsak Elik, Now Mr, Eidk, would you
start by telling us where you were born,

T was born in Sevastopol, Crimea Russia in 1889, 28 of March
and 1 went to public school and high school im that eity.

Yere your parents well-to-do people?

No, they weren't well-to-do people. They just had a little
grocery store in Sevastopol, L

But you were fairly well educated for that time werefyou not?

Well I attended public echoel and high and tben at dLe age of
about 16 I moved te another city also in Crinear—Keﬂch In Kerch
1 continued wy high school and T foined a pharmacy;and registered
as an apprentice, Then T worked for three yeavs, ' In between,
after working for about three years T served in the Russian Imperial
Army, I had such an’'educational standing I didn’t have to serve:
four years, I just served about a year and a half. After that 1
went and worked again another three years in the pharmacy. In
betwsen 1 travelled--T went te Vienna and stayed there for about

2 year and before that I went to Turkey and I tock up languages.

I spoke French and German fluently. Tnr 1913 [ emigrated to Canada.

Why?

Because of my educational standing and my aceomplishment of
asgistant pharmaciet T would be eligible to go to University in
Russia but it was only a two pewrcent norm., That mesns that scut
of 150 only 2 Jews would be accepted. 4&nd that's why I figured

T would have to wait about 1CQ years hefore I got there., Seo I
emigrated with the thought that I had 2 good educational standing
from Russia and T emigrated to Yinnipeg in 1913,

D1d you have somebhody to come to?

Yes I came to some of ocur friends from the city and it was kind of
a depression in 1913 and for three months T couldn't find work,

but they were willing to help support me and them the first job

1 ever had was in Dauphin, Manitoba on a farm. ! had never seen

a farm in my life as T was brought up in big cities like Sevastopol,
Odessa ard so coit. So for sbout a summer or so I worked there uatil
the farmers couldn't stand me because I didn't understand the

goings of the farm. So T came back to fimnipeg.

“hat kind of wages did you get out of Ffarming?

At that time they paid somathing like a dellar a dew



You did alil kinds of work?

Cn the farm and then T came back to Winnipeg and if it is interesting
at all T spoke at the time French f£luemtlyi So I went down and lookad
for work and I had to get work., Tt just happened that there was a
little city, sort of about Winnipeg, called St. Boniface. And I went
down to St, Boniface and I made uss of my French language because it
is all French people., It was just natural for me fo g0 down to a
place where 1 would know the language, So T went to St. Boniface and
1 met a Catholic Cardinal. I greeted him. I didn't know if he was

a Cardinal but I saw that he had one of those purple sashes. He said
“Uhy is a young man like you doing nothing in the morning?" 1 said,

- "ell, Li'm locking for & job," 'Do you, really? 1 said, "Vell I
- speak French and T would like to get a job where they speak French.™

He said, "Come with me.” He went with me to a 1ittle office where there
was a Tavdinal or maybe a Bishop--he had a purple sash and he took me
down and 1 stayed at this office and then I went in there and talked

- French to prove it. He said are you willing to do hard work, 1 suppose

L had a little influence upon him, I said "Sure”, Well anyway it was
2 25 cents an hsur job on construction and I was very short like I

am now but T was quite physically fit. 1 had never worked on thig
physical work and so T went on construction, The construction was the
Cuitural College in Winmipeg. They had tents for us and there were
mosquitoes, We slept 10 in a tent. They gave as only gauze or cheese-
cloth to cover our faces and so on. Aryway whe am I to work this

kind of work but I worked., The first thing they assigned me to was

to carry cement--powder in bags. But 1 had never worked this kind of
work. Two or three days after they pave me another kind of work., They
didn't have any fancy machinery, They had to go with a wheelbarrow

to the second or third floor to carry the cement to the machines,

And that's what I did. Well then the work was over and it was winter
and cold., T applied and got & job with the ©.P.%, just as a labourer,
Ye used to break up cars and things like that. Ve made 25 cents an
hour, I worked at that job for about two years--two sumners and two
winters., T was working up to about 5 o'clock or mayte four o'clock
and then in summer it was quite light and I had a gift of painting.
These are all my paintings that I painted myself. I supplemented my
earnings by painting after hours. Little paintings tosk two or three
nights., There was a store oa main street and they could take all the
paintings 1 wanted. And so I worked there and T saved money. And
then I wanted to go into pharmacy. I got 2 lawyer and he went over all
my qualifications and made affadivits and so on that my qualifications
were sufficient to qualify for university. I was accepted in the
university., As 2 matter of Ffact I wanted to gat a job in the U.S8,
which was advertised as a janitor. So T went down for the job and
Professor Walker T remember and they said you don't speak enough
Englizh for us to do the work, But anywvay 1 applied and 1 took his
lectures. For two years The School of Pharmacy was affiliated with
the University, T had to serve also in a drug stors., I saved enough
money to go to college but T had te put in two years apprenticeship
and then two yesars University in between. So T dropped ©.P.R. work
and 1 went out to a couple of places snd one of rhe biggest stores and
T started working there and they started at $2.%0 a wesk. I paid

at that time, board and room of 314.00 and 7 paid up all the money
that T owed for previous board. It is funny how I didn't treat the
ladies so well but I had a girlfriend and she helped me out in the
English language. T happened to mention that 1 speak French fluently
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and T would 1like to take scme French. So I went down to, I thisk,
St, Andrew's College in Winnipeg and ¥ took French on the top of it.
1 worked for two years at a Liggett drug store at a selery of $3.50

2 week, The way 1 got the job is just by chencs. I didn't spezk

the langugage so well so the girl T know made up an address for a job
because they wanted an apprenticeship. I came down end I started

to talk to him that I would like te have 2z job and T see your &d in
the paper and I'm sure I will be suitable for you becsuse 1 can

speak languages and I menticoned French, German, Russian, Polish and
Yiddishe-Jewish. He was of course affected by that and he said

fine, vou get the job., It ig 83.50 a week, &0 ha zent we downstalrs
because the office was thers and T got g job, I worked with them
until I had served my apprenticeship. At that time their hours were
From about nine ofeleck until 12 ofelock at night. Then after that

T attended the two years university--the University of Manitoba. The
university went from about nine o‘clock until-about five o'clock and
then T had tn walk back to work tc the =sane place where T put in

my apprenticeship. I worked there from s°x ofclock every night vntil
12:00-«during my attendance at umiversity. Then 1 graduated. There
ware only seven graduates because it was duving the war. 1 think

it was in 1917 or something 1like that. Then after graduation there
was a shortage of druggists and 1 wap offered a job. I graduated in
1217 as a Canadian or Manitoba pharmacizt, I got & good job, really
2 good job, Then I met this woman here, my wife Betty. I got my
aducation, apprenticeship and then I got this diploma and was working
there for about a year--1917-1218. But the hours were so long and
then people started to talk about optomstery. 1t had easy hours and
T had a friend optometrist., She was a stencgrapher and I was making
2 fairly good wage--about 135 doilars a month and at that time it

was Faivly good money. I saved money and 1 consented and she consented
to get married and we went down to Chicago, wWe went down to Chiecago
and were there when Armistice was declavad. We were married and I
got a job in a drig stove. There were about 200 applicstions. We had
a little money I think we put together something tike $750.,00 1 had
a good job end she had a good job and we just went down there for our
homeymoon, Our of these 200 zpplicatiens 1 was accepted. There were
only two people accepted, A4nd so I was working there from 6 O'elock

Cuntil 12 ofelock at night and attending optometery for one year also

from 9 oleloek £ill 3:30, I attended scheol and I got my diplome

and optometery. Now optometery is five or six years but then it was
one vear. 1t was a good college too. After she didn't iike Chieago
and she went back and I still had to stay there, We were together
about three or four months and then she went back to her parents in
Winnipeg and T stayed there until T got my diploms. After 1 got my
diploma they offered me a job as an optometrist in the drug store.
That was the time of the flu, The money that 1 was making in the drug
store after eix o'clock maintained me during the rest of that year,
When 1 gradusted T was offered a job as an optemetrist but T didn't
want to take it because 1 wanted te go back, I was lonesome for my
wife and 1 wanted to go back to Winnipeg., So I did but before going
back there I asked the Liggett Company whether they would accept me as
I had the papers and whether they could find a place for me as a
pharmacist. And sure enough 1 was working on MeDonald and Main Street
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end getting a falrly good salary and then I was promoted and then I
was manager of Sherbrooke and Portage branch--az small drug store and
T was working there for a while and she in the meantime hsd had a
baby. 1 heard f£rom the wholesale Nationai Drugs that thev wanted a
druggist to buy this drug store., Nobody wanted to buy it., The
building was condemned by the eity and so on but I didn't have any
money, But father, they werer't rich, they had sort of a delicatessen
stors but he agreed to pay $500.00 on loan and I think $500.00 was
the way I started in business. I started n busipess in Winnipeg on
the corner of Williaws and Isabel. T tell you that store was co bed
and it was condemned. . I went down te the eity offiecials and 1 told
them T would improve the property there and so on. I think I made
abont 810,00 a day in that store, Within about 2 year I took in
840,000 there. Sc T worked there for about two years and things ware
good at that time. People were starting to come from the war and
this was kind of district with sick peonle or -something but during
this time I did good business. And then 1 opened another drug etore

. on the corner of Selkirk and Main. 1 had two drug storas and of course

I had to get a graduate pharmacist, After that things went bad again
and T was in debt until Jume 27. T went right down and I owned nothing.
As seom as 1 had enough money to pay all ny ¢reditors O.K. T give away
for nothing to her brother. GSomebody bought my store there and I

didn’t get a nickel out of it. Rut I came back right here from Saskatoon
in 1827 and at that time wheat was about 3% dollars a bushel and thatfs
why 1 came up here. I was going to go to Prelate, Saskatchewan . I

had a good deal theres but I decided to come heve and I started with

@ partner, a Pevey Shore. He's dead novw, dead from eancer, His
brother had a store on Broadway and is still in town here. After about
twe years we couldn't agree so we separated and I gof a couple of
theusand dollars out of it., T moved just across over to St. Themas

- Church and I started an Elik drug stove. Since then T was moving from

one place to another until I came back to where the drug store is now.

1 was a man who liked fresh air, sunshine and so on. All my life

I was 2 good tennis player even if I can say it myself so I always

- hired a pharmacist besides that., I was a pharmacist myself and one

man worked for me for 10 years and another one worked for zbout 10 years,
I am =peaking about Uyril and then Tom. This fellow who worked for me
for 12 years, I sold the business to him and he is there now. I work

- practically once or twice a week for him, By the way, when I sold the

store about seven years ago I didn't want to be a vegetable 1 wanted
to be active., Pirst of all 1 got a job rvight away with Colbinson. I
worked in City Park Drug Store and then 1 worked at Milis Drug Store
and then I was called to country places like Delisle and North Battleford
and in the meantime 1 took a leave of absence. Now last summer at my
age, I'm 82 in March, I never advertised or anythine else so they
called me. T will teill you whare I worked last summer. T worked in
Delisle, then I worked in North Bettleford, I worksd in Kindersley,

I worked in Swift Cuvrent and Eston, They paid me very good wages,
very good wages that I couldn't get in Saskatoon. I never mentioned
it to you but 1 always liked painting. It was alwaye busy with this
business of having a drug store but T still found time to attend art
school. Even in Winnipeg when I was thers I attended a Winnipeg
School of Art--of counrse evening classes and I painted under Moseut,
he was one of the first ones there in charge of the Yinnipeg School
of Art. Then moving to Saskatoon the first thing I did was go and
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see Gus Kenderdine. T painted under him. I took private lescons
from him first of all and for two winters in successgion 1 took his
night classes., I remember Lindner was taking them at the time but
Lindner was an accomplished artist. He was at that time taking
tessons from him at night, so did 7. The only reeson why 1 gave up
my businese and 1 had a wonderful business is because I wanted to
paint, that's the only reason. But an artist couldn't make a living
cut of it. 1T painted for the sake of painting. Biat I started to
sell, In 1968 pzople came down tc we here and T sold for about 31200
a picture. The only reason I owned a pharmacy was so I would be able
to do boating and T hed two boats. 4As a matter of fact, I was one

of the organizers of the Boat Club in Saskatoecn. Dr, Hart was in it
at that time, I belomg for 16 years to the Elke Lodge, Y.M.C.A. 1
just cuit the other day because I am going away. I was doing boating
here for the last 35 years sinee the Doat Tlub was organized. Then I
curled, I played tennis only until about the azge of maybe 55 and then
I gave #up but T was curling any chance T had, I painted. What slse
can L tell you?

“Yhat about your patent mediecine?

Oh yes, Hhile T wae in the drug store I Ffigured out, well I've got

to have comething. #hile I was in business I was figuring. & druggist
in olden days was entirely different than now. A& lot of people would
come down and say what have you got to cuve and he would probably make
them something. But I wanted to have this in a proper legal way and

! patented six mediecines, Ona of my medicines is still there and

when T sold the business they gave me $10,000 for my nawe on it and

he carvise the business under my name. You eouldn®t sell a drug store
vy without goodwill, But at that time I got $10,000 just for the
name zlone and he sold alse the patent. 7T advertised in different
papers. TFarticularly I tock advantage of my knowledge of five or

six languages so T used to adveriise in foreign papers which is
cheaper and then in the Free Fress, frairie Farmer and the Western

Troducer. Doing this gave me enough to vetire and now I'm living

very comfortably. T could live in a better place than I am now but
T don't care, I like the river 1 used to come down here with a boat
snd take the children out for a diive in the boat.

What kind of drugs did you devslop?

Well, mostly herbs and particularly I had one, an eczZema ointment, which
worked very good. T sold a lot of it. I had one eczems ointment and
some theumatie pain ointment and 1 tell you something, evan if I say

it nmyself, the people liked me bhacause after all ¥ went in thers and

my business betwsen two well-known drug stores like McBain, and still

I was doing business, T was probably eollecting the business--friendly
businessz. Not like here now people are going into business and all

they think about is a dollar., ©Of course T had to make a dollar too

you know but I did the same thing indirvectly and friendly. People

would come down te me in my little office and talk to me for a while

and ask questions and legal guestions and I'm not a lawyer but thatfs
the kind of business T used to have up to the last day T was working
theve. Put the new wan that went in there, he's a young fellow and

he doesn't go for that., He carrvies my patents but last Dctober it was
seven yeare since I cold the business and he cashed in on the advertising
I did previously and you would he amazed now he would not be affected



50 much by the compstition going on right now in Saskatoon. You
know the White Cross drug stores brought bécauss there is a separate
clientele from the country,

Ye go every ysar to Talifornia for four fo eix months, I leave

my car here, I don't have to taka my car there and even thers ¥

stiil thick of ny health, My health is my fivst condideration--so

ig my wife's. I do everything possibile for my health., Tim not a
hypochondriac bur I acquired a certain amount of knowledge. T have
to thank Dr. Brady, I don't know if you know «ho he ie, I certainly
follow his instructiom, So you see I an in fairly good heaitk at ny
age and live 2 nice ‘eomfortable 1ife. I'm nat 2 vich man.

Vhat T we

would like to do now is to ask you something about the Jowish
commanity 1 .

ife

Jell T will tell you, frankly I was strugeling for existence. I never

had time, especially when I started here, I never had time to attend

to it but I zlways belonged to that and as far as meney is concerned,
propoertionally I donated to avary possible causae.

Was there much of e community when you came here in 16279

Hot so muech, it wasn't as much organized at all. They organized it when
the new Tewmple wae buiit here,

“as the old Synagogue going when you came here?

Ch yee but it was dilapidated but this ons hare unified the pzople
together and they decided how much yeu are to donate. They have an
assesement and the assessment they gave me was a little too much but
at the same time I knew thie was g good thing to have. Then of course
there are all kinde of gripes on the business of Israel--bonds gnd T
donated., By the way three Years ago we werz in Zurope and we were

i in Israel and T have a niece that I support for the last 20 years.
send her money. They couldn't possibly afford to look afrer her
nd $25 2 month is big money there, $25 is ahout 175. Then of course
never never hesitate to any drive they have here whether its
comtnity whether itg Jevael 7 always was in it. I nevar had actually
time to be an offieial, I belonged to Bns B'rith znd for the last I
don’t know how many years, probhadbly twenty-five vears and I balonged
of course to the Community Centre but so on but I mean that not everyone
of us can afford the time. And then probably T didn't have the
ability far it, You have 8ot to be a speaker znd you have got to hmve
a8 way of doing things. I couldn't, I know I couldn't, Thet's why I
participated in every possible meeting they had but not actually doing
sonething. T never had an office. It was because T didn't think T was
the proper person, There are better people than I am,

#ere you much concerned in the Thirties about the development of Hitler
and this type of thing?

Toncerned, I should say 1 was, T tell you I happened to mention

to you that 1 served ny nilitary service, near Ukraine and Odessa

and so on, And T had g family. T had five sisters and thres brothers,
One brother was killed in the 1214 war., 1 used to help them out

and T used to send them parcels of food and so on., That was bafore
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Hitler came in., “hen Hitler ceme in 211 the communications stopped
and 1 tried every possible way to find cut if they were still alive,
T couldn’t find out, As 2 matter of faet I have right here ths last
latter from my two sisters, one from Moscow and one from Sevastopol
and the other ones must have been killed and so on. As. a matter of
fact, my nldest sister was in Berlin before Hitler came in and her
and her daughter (my niece) weve lucky enough to get away from Hitler
and moved to Israzel and that's where T mst her three years ago after
not seeing her for fifty years. And that's why I told you 1 support
her in a way and there isn't a real drive and T %now that Israel

naeds it becausa 1 know that they really need that help, 1If it wasn't

for us and the American Jews they would be winad out to the last person,
And 1 tell you that they have built up 2 wonderful country there. 1
was there and I've seen it--a wonderful country,
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thinking of the, when I asked that quastion, of the concern in
early Thirties that developed within the Jewish commnities regarding
growth of Naziam and were you able to do anything, were you watching
situation carefully? - .
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¥e ecevtainly watched, of course we watched hut we couldn't do very
mich because it was kind of all of a sudden, He developed within about
two or three years. They weren't preparad for what happened, thay
cottidn®t poseibly think., In s bigger comminity in the United States
they tried to extricate somwe Jews and thev did and they had to pay

rice even to the Nazis even to take them out of there. Sure
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> dy was concerned and at that time the drive started. You see
at that time it was remarkable to see the wayv the Jewish people united
together just to rescue come of these people that were left over there.
fventuelly after Hitler had gone therc were so many refugess and so em
sc they had to be heliped but who was zoing teo helip them. Saskatoon
sidered & very conscientious community as far as Jewish 1ife

As a matter of fact proportionally we used to donate
more than some of the bigger cities in Tanada or rhe United States,

n't really participate as an offica-holder but you hava
d active member.

¥e had some good active wmembarz, belisve ma, and 1 think the bippest
member as far as I remamber whe really conducted the whole thing 1s
Jack Goldenberg. Jack Goldenbevrg was the head of all of 1t and he was
a very good lsader, Ye supporied the University of Jevusalem., I _
know because T am a member there. The head of it now, Briker, he did
2 lot of work, There are a lot of neopie who really can't do the
work you know, I didn't have time. Probably 1 snuld have made time
but by nature I wasn't built that way, You have got to have kind

of a knack to lead people and T didn't have that.

n 2 Jewish community heve when you came a fairly closely-knit
comaunity? Did you stay togather a great desl?

Well T tell you something, T came here in 1927, that's about 43
vears ago. 1t was 3 twall community but T think the population of
Saskatoon was gbout 14,000, Ye lived an ordinary life, we could g0

to the synagogue or some kind of enterta‘mment and little plays thera,

We didn't think it was going to come to Mezism and so on. We hadn't
any money, nobody made money at that time. The only exception probably
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was a few Jewish people whe had money. A lot of people probably pade
their money in the country and came hack to ths city aircady established
but I mean the general community really didn't have much money to

speak of. Wow where they collact theousands of doilars at a time they
didn't eollect that much at a time and ths Faes that we had to pay

for =ay the synagogue weren't very bigh, anybody could afford it. But
w2 enjoyed ourselvag, I maan any group will enjoy in one way or

another and want to retain their heritage and they certainly did.
But at that time it was vary good but fust lately . in the community
there are more young people than old people and they have different
ideas about 1ifa., Tha community is togethar ves but just the same
i think they were batter knit before than now,  Now the community’

canter takes monay to maintain and T think soms people don't make ag
good in these times you know but we are stili together. By the way
there were quite a few paople who were really leaders of this community,
Coldenberg was ghead of them all, Around tere there were several
people who were capahle of leading the coumunity, We used to have
painters. Ye used to have the Jewish leader in chureh but we dont

do this anymora. People are entirely diffzrent now.

1 gather that there was some sovt of a division vatween what they
11 Orthodox and Conservatives hers.

Ah, listen to me, There are good Orthodex like e for instance that

veverand Avel. He i really a sincere Jaz, you know what I mean. A

ai gious Jew, there is no doubt ahout it. If it wasp't for
ki that synapogue would have scne daun long aga.
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ou aver find diccrimination hore beasuse nf being a Jew?

T aluyays vemark that this waz a nice Litris fown mainly because there
isevimination. TPut when vou have this commanity and g
ty centre and wellepaid rabbis liks Aynl who goes among all
t clobs and explains the situastion of Jawsa and so on and he
preaches in the church and so on. "hat heips a lot and I ecan
say that if there iz any discrimination hers ar alt T think it is
hidden and Very little. Now for instance vou take B'Nai B'Rith if
anything could come up some kind of a thing azainst the Jews of that
act it woild come up at our mestings, n't remember, I have
belonged 25 years heve and I rell you 1 = 2 nize eity, in that respect
anvyay, 1t esams to me that it iz the niecec ty in all of Canada
because we never had any diserimination, Va ittle that isn't
worthwhila, Thare are some hoodlums and : like that, well we
gon't conaider that, Ye have in sur RfMNai Tirith 2 deformation 1 think
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and it would coma tE oo they don! ther because it isa't
ixportant, If some 14 ‘entile, and cuts
som2 pictures in a eit
we consider thess thin
good attitude of Centd

121l what can veu do, You sea
ell wvou I think it is a very

dow did vou Find it 4in Rusgeia?
It fust happened so that we lived, myseif and oy family that is my

brothers and sisters, we waren't vary much affacted there whore we
lived bacause my father served shout 20 years in the army. Be was
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allowed to live among Centiles. It was no such thing as a gheten.

We had only about 30 femilies and ny father organized the synagogue
and sverything else. They didn't wear ths lcng dresses vou know the
way tha old Jews weve wearing in Peland, They were forced to do those
things, They didn't want to. It becams second habit that's all
there was to it but they were forced 2 or 3 hundred years to do that.
Ag a matter of fact we moved once when T was young. Ye moved to what
is callad 4 pogrom, The Jews organized themselves into a defence
league and believe me a5 ecoon as they found cut they eould defen
theuselves it didn't take place. But it did 2 nlaee in other
places where the Jews, I wouldn't say the oyganized, they weras
scarece and there they were spending all the on religion and
religion and rsligion. Do you sas what T n, And the young people
wers also studying the torah end everything olso. 4nd now you hegin
to have the yeunger people that are more 1ibaral and couid think of
something besides young Jews they didn't have pogroms. The reason
thus was antz-samﬁti amoin hussia but it wasn't aetually from the

it was from the government. 1f anything happened in Tussia

the Jews, because they were a minority, ware %iamed for it. MYow you
for instance the Japanese "ar, T remanber the Japenese Var, it
1805, % wae born in 1BB% and U wae 16 vearz old., I was thinking
time and I Ymow that some of ay family went down to that. They
= war becanse there was ccrruptién oending the aristocracy
rticularly in the goveroment. “hey.sent out an army thb paper
romsbody made monay, That just what it {z but we ha
T really like Fussia--it’s & heautiful country and Lhe
ssign iz not so bad but T tell vou T have the means 1 eculd

2e fuseia but 1 don't want it bacauce personailv T dontt like the
vay they conduct £t now, Tt ir-too Pfaliniect-like, T understand
:n things beﬂaﬁoﬂ I k101 eomathing about i Totell yousyd read on

v now, and T know

zOYE than the average person, 1 read books and

g2 and you mzka up vour own mind., The revolution had

in Pussia, it had to take place beczuse the people really

. Tome of them had nothing to 2ai, nothing to e=at &t

:olshevists erganized the Tevolution and it took only

s evolutionists to organize the vholes thing., 02F course a

iot of them guffereu,

t was going to ask you, do you vemember thz “Innipeg strike?

I owas vovking a2t that time on the cerner of Donald and Maine Streert
T

gt the Liggett's, I had a drug store there and they used to bring in
a . L3
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a
d peonle gnd T uqad to attand them, T asttended them and
a cot here and 1 attended about I or 15 people myself,

Thet waz in sowe of the street fighting was 1t°

Yall T suppose so because at that time 1 was on duty in the drug store,
Tt isn't very far from the Mty Hall and that's where it ctarted,

ut anemplovmesnt. There are a2 1ot of uuewployed arocund and
5 = i

I don't blame the working people for going out on strilke hecause T
tell you comething {f vou watched the television here yesterday at
10100 you would see peonla who had johs of 15 and 20 thousand dollars



and now there taxi drivers. UNow think of these just ordinary workmen
and 1 tell you somathing, when they have no work at all they get
disgusted and they had to do that, Tt has got o be changed as a
matter of fact they are changing. I could t21i you a story but 1
don't want you to think I'm a Bolshevist or something or a Communist
but I see now the labor movement here in town, Jas it Weodsworth
who organized it, 1 know him personally. He lived right across the
sz;eht from me uﬂd I had a drug store on the corner of Selkirk and
Haine and he was across ths strest and he usad to come and get 8 soda
or somathing at my place and 0 on so T know him, I wiil tell you
semething, you see the “ommunists couldn't possibly, the Tommunists
you know-«that is in vhen? The 7.¢.7. started in 1232 and I was here
already. “hat T want to say is this, the Compunists, it was qultp
a fommunist movement at the time but the “anadian 390p1° weren't so
depraszed that they absclutely wevre going hungry like in Vussia, lhey
couldn't aecept this “ommunism so rhgb's why the U, .F,, which was a
little bit milder Soecialists, had a success, And 1 tell you another
thing, trus {.C.F's or the L;beral government oy even the Conservative
govarmment now, well T wean the Liberal! govemment that's now in power
and iz very little difference bebtween what the V.L.F, advocates and
what the Libkeral government is doing. They do thelr best, Stanfield
eriticizing but that's his busine
they are deing som rething., 1 tell you the paoplie who really
are the “.7.F. I'm not talking abouat the local welela, that
1
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lose who 1 work for, but T'm not a Tommunist aryw"" But
't the common people went to liva just az good., You should
yesterday, girls just cut of science has. g0t £o go out and
s in a vasta““ﬂwt or drive a ta 4o something else and
vas two girls there, one had ha i i the other has her
nd one s a waitress, Thare ia i 2 in that bhut one Fellow
was tzlking that they would do anything to waintain, although he couidn't
possibly meintain their standards because he has a big house and he has
got te maintain that or he will have to giva up avarything, he gives
up his friends because he couidn't 1live ug t2 them bacauge he lost
& job.  Jhe would think of it when he was in business for 10 or 12 yesre,
“here was an interview of certain workmen who wo'ked for 10 yaars and
they promised him all kinds of thi ags for tha fuiuve but he had to live
in the mesntime. They have o g0 on relief that®s all. The unenployment
insurance is finished so vou have got to go on relief,

You would have had & lot of association with the store on 20th Street,

ou bat your 1ife, 7T had people and I'm telling you they ware
The farmers considered thcmeolv 3 capitalists before that
‘s ‘e had a wonderful farmer business and I did good there
¢ farmers were well off, If T wouldn't foresee my old age
tirement 1 coulda’* live as comLa"taHEy i am right now. Some
of these farmers, they were greedy. They went aﬂd got more than they
could chew. They got 5~g machinery for so nhch fand and then they
zot more land and then more machinery and the pesple in Hurope or
other places got wise and they grow their own wheat now, they grow
their own produge. So that's why 1t went down., You can't blame the
government, I can’t sos vhy they blame the government for that. Bur
you know there is alwaye vo ics, somebody sust have & job and you

1nk
peln
rk ,:F“
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have got to talk about it, There is no doubt that it is bad for the
Earmers just now--for the small farmer aftar all wheat is still a
comuadity that will be used for penerations to come. But T think
they have got to organize some way and believe me the government is
doing plenty for the farmers now. But when T was in business there
the farmers wevre well satisfied., T gave up the business 7 years agow
Seven years ago it was good. 1 know farmers who were driving a
Cadillac or a Chrysler or something else and probably changsd 1t

every year and probably changed for new machinery and things like that.
These are the people that suffer nov. ifhat is the use of having

an inventory of 25 or 50 thousand, youcsn®t sell it now, it's worth
notiing., So you see they waren't husiness-liks. MNow they have lezarned
a lesson and now they will know how not to be foc greedy, There will
be no morve millionaires in Canada anyway. The recommendations that
tha governmeni makes now they take a great deal from the willionaires
and the chances of becoming a millionaire ave f£ar off--zven in the
United States. Believe me, T po to the United States for the last 12
years because my family is there and I'wm telling you it is something
terrikie, I wouldn't like to live there. So Canada is a paradise.







